
Investiture of a Duke of Atenveldt

Herald:
Your Majesty, His Grace, Duke Sir _______ (Senior Duke present), asks leave to approach the thrones.

King:
Bid him approach.

Herald:
His Majesty bids His Grace Duke Sir _________, come forward. 

Senior Duke:
Your Majesties, I come forth this day that I may bring 

or Herald 
before you, your most noble subject Count _______________, who by his valor and skill at arms has twice won the Crown of Atenveldt and reigned in Atenveldt as King.  I would ask at your Majesty’s pleasure, that he receives the Royal accolade and be invested with the title and rank of Duke, and the other dignities of this high estate. 

King:

We do so command that Count ___________ come before Us. 

Herald call him forth. 

Herald:
His Majesty calls before him Count ____________.

(The Candidate, his herald and entourage enter.  The entourage shall include a bearer of gold spurs, a bearer of the ducal mantle and a bearer of the Ducal Coronet.  As they approach the thrones, the Candidate’s herald shall announce the candidate’s name, full accomplishments and acts of valor.  When the candidate reaches the Crown, he kneels.)

King:
We, _________, by Right of Arms, King of Atenveldt, do recognize this noble man’s claims as being just.  We command that his investiture for the title and rank of Duke be carried out.  It pleases Us that you should receive the Ducal accolade from Our Hands this Day.

Count:
Thank you, Your Majesty.

Queen:
Are there spurs?

(The bearer of the spurs hands them to the Queen.  The Queen in turn hands the spurs to the King.)

King:
Spurs of Gold are allowed only to Reigning Crowns and those of Ducal status.  They symbolize the ideals of Chivalry as well as the unique and noble qualities of this high rank.  Duke ______, would you dress _________ in the spurs of his new estate?

Senior Duke:
It will be my Honor, Your Majesty.

King:
Is there a mantle?

(The bearer of the Mantle hands it to the King.)

King:
A Ducal Mantle symbolizes your responsibilities to the Crown of Atenveldt.  It is an outward sign of the duties of this high rank.  Do you, _________, understand and agree to strive at all times to be all We expect a Duke of Atenveldt to be?

Count:
Your Majesty, I do.

King:
We, ______, Rex Atenveltus, do clasp this Ducal Mantle about your shoulders, as is the custom in this Kingdom.


(The King places the Mantle about his shoulders.)

King:
Is there a Coronet?

(The bearer of the Coronet brings it to the King.)

King:
As is the custom throughout the Kingdoms of the Society for Creative Anachronism, it shall be your right from this moment forward to wear a Coronet of strawberry leaves wrought of precious metals as the outward symbol of your new rank and estate.

As you have twice before placed the Crown of Atenveldt upon your own head, it is only fitting and proper that you should now place this Ducal Coronet upon your own head.

(King gives Coronet to new Duke who places it upon his own head.)

King:
Bring forth King’s Victory so you may swear the Oath of a Duke.

(Kings Victory is brought forth and held by the Senior Duke present.  The count kneels.  He and the Crown place their hands on King’s Victory.)

King:
Do you, ______________, understand the responsibilities inherent in the rank of Duke?

Count:
Yes, Your Majesty, I do understand and accept the responsibilities of this rank.

Herald:
Place your hands upon the sword and swear by all you hold sacred and true. Repeat this Oath: 

This day do I render homage and fealty to my sovereign Lord King of Atenveldt, who will from this day onward be my liege lord. I will remain in all ways his true servant, serving him faithfully, and endeavoring ever to prove myself worthy of this noble title of Duke. This I do swear by my coronet, mantle, and golden spurs. So say I, _________. 

King & Queen: 
We, _______ and ________, do for Our part swear to protect you with all Our power, until the Crown shall pass from Our hands. 

(The King takes the Sword from the Senior Duke, raises the sword and speaks.)

King:
Then We, _______, King of All Atenveldt, dub thee once, dub thee twice, dub thee Duke.  

Let the Scroll be read!

(Herald reads the scroll adding at the bottom the roll of Dukes)

Herald:
Thus now reads the Roll of the Dukes of Atenveldt:



His Grace Arthur of Lockhaven, Premier

 



His Grace Reynard Crusadene of Foxmoor

 



His Grace Robert Roundpounder


 



His Grace Deaton Claymore



 



His Grace Koris Natterhelm



 



His Grace Johann von Hohen Staffen


 

His Grace Albert von Dreckenveldt
 

 

His Grace Einrich Armspittsbaine


 

His Grace Christopher of Houghton


 



His Grace Trelon of the Wood



 



His Grace Brion Anthony Uriel Tarragon

 



His Grace Thorfinn Kodoson



 



His Grace Mark von Neumannsgrund


 



His Grace Mathghamhain MacAlpine



His Grace Arthur O’Flaherty






His Grace Aaron Graves







His Grace Mathias von Leuwenberg





His Grace Eric Stroud




 His Grace Jonathan von Trotha






His Grace Craven 





His Grace (add the new Duke’s Name)

Senior Duke:  
Welcome your Grace. On behalf of all of the Dukes of Atenveldt, I do welcome you as the newest member of our right and noble estate. 
 

Herald:
For Our Newest Duke of Atenveldt!  Hip Hip…. Hip Hip…. Hip Hip….
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